Copyright and Videos in the Classroom

Four questions to consider when showing a video in your classroom:

  (You must say yes to all 4 in order to use the video.)

1. Are you showing the video in a classroom or regular place of instruction?

          Yes—show the video

           No—don’t show the video

2. Is the video part of the instructional process; is it directly related to what is being studied at this time?

                  Yes—show the video

                   No—don’t show the video

3. Is the video part of the face-to-face instructional process?

                    Yes--show the video

                     No—don’t show the video

4. Was the video obtained/created in a legal process?

                     Yes—show the video

                      No—don’t show the video

             It is OK to rent a video from a retailer (such as Blockbuster), OK for something you legally own, OK for videos owned by the school.  

                   Videos that you copied from someone’s tape are not legal copies.  A television show may be taped and then shown within 10 days.  If your copy of the show is more than 10 days old, it is not a legal copy.
