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S tudents and teachers across Texas

will take time during Texas Public

Schools Week, March 17-21, to

invite family members and other residents

into their schools to see firsthand how they

are preparing for the future.

Irving ISD has set aside three nights

during March to showcase the many

educational opportunities available in Irving.

The Open House schedule includes: High

Schools, Monday, March 17; Middle

Schools, Tuesday, March 18; and Elementary

Schools, Thursday, March 20.  Please

contact the schools for times as they vary.

Texas Public Schools Week was

established in 1950 to recognize

contributions made by the state's free

system of education.

As you

review this

issue of Inside

IISD, please

note the six

goals

established by

the Board of

Trustees as

priorities for

the 2002-2003

school year.

If you have questions about IISD programs,

policies or services, please call the Public

Information Department at 972-273-6091 or

send your questions via e-mail to

PublicInformation@irvingisd.net.

Jack Singley,
Superintendent of

Schools

On the cover: Nimitz Academic Decathlon Team: (front row, from left) Princy Alexander, Anu
Mathai, Rue Morris, Jodi Jungman, and coach Julia Arrambidez; (back row, from left) coach

Jeremy Chumley, coach Greg Jackson, Marcus Jauregui, Lincoln Hamilton, Justin Lane, and
coach Elizabeth Perez. 2
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Board Goals 2002-2003
Goal #1 Provide a safe, secure and orderly environment at school and at school-

sponsored events for staff, students, parents and patrons of the Irving ISD.

Goal #2 Become the first large and diverse district in Texas to achieve the state’s

“Exemplary” distinction, with all campuses being “Recognized” or “Exemplary.”

Goal #3 Strengthen all core academic and elective curricula and continue to implement

procedures that insure full and equal access for all students to all core academic and

elective classes.

Goal #4 Continue to broaden the integration of technology into teaching and learning so

that Irving ISD will be recognized as a leader in the use of technology for classroom

instruction.

Goal #5 Provide salary, benefits, training, working conditions and staff development

conducive to recruiting and retaining high quality, highly qualified professional and

paraprofessional staff whose culture and ethnic origins reflect the diversity of the IISD

student population.

Goal #6 Work aggressively to educate legislators and District stakeholders about the crisis

in public education funding in Texas and the implications of a significant projected shortfall

in the millions of dollars in the District budget for the 2003-2004 school year.



3

Nimitz Decathlon Team Extends Streak

For the sixth year in a row, the Nimitz High

School Academic Decathlon team won its

regional meet and advanced to the state

competition. This is the 14th regional victory in

the last 16 years – a streak that can only be

explained by hard work and one that only seems

to get stronger the longer it lasts.

“We’ve got to carry on the tradition,” explained

decathlon team member Rue Morris. “We’ve got

to.”

With a growing legacy of academic prowess,

the members of the Nimitz team say they may be

the best-motivated team in the state.

“If it was just up to me, if I was just competing

for myself, then I might or might not work at it

very hard,” senior Lincoln Hamilton said. “But

there are so many people counting on us.”

People like Nimitz Principal Sam Bean, IISD

Superintendent Jack Singley, IISD trustees,

former Nimitz decathlon team members, and four

team coaches including one who has worked

with the Nimitz decathlon team for 17 years – all

of whom have expressed both interest and pride

in the decathlon dynasty at Nimitz.

Such strong support produces impressive

results (the six-member team won 34 medals at

the regional meet) and an impressive work ethic.

In a typical week, the team has 22 hours of

organized practice. Factor in some individual

study and a few informal team meetings at

Barnes & Noble, and the Nimitz students devote

as much time to their success as many students

do to a part-time job. And it’s not because

they’re cramming. The team has been studying

since May, learning all it can about this year’s

decathlon theme, “The Natural World.”

Of course, they’ve learned about much more

than phylum and flagellum. Academic Decathlon

challenges students in 10 categories including

speech, interview, essay, impromptu talk, music,

math, science, language and literature, art and

economics. It takes a team of well-rounded

students to score well in all parts of the

competition.

Amid the hours of studying, the team has

cultivated their friendships as well as their

knowledge.

“We really didn’t even know each other before

this year,” said Marcus Jauregui, one of only two

juniors on the team and one who didn’t get to

compete at the regional meet. “But now, we

know each other so well we finish each other’s

sentences. It’s kind-of scary.”

This year’s team is entirely new, with no

returning members from last year. And all but

Jauregui and Morris will graduate this year

leaving room for several new recruits to carry the

torch of Nimitz academic domination.

But whoever is on the team next year, this

year’s team says they’re bound to do well

because of the support the team receives from

the school and community. Senior Princy

Alexander may have put it best.

“We just know how much the coaches care,”

she said.

TEXAS ACADEMIC DECATHLON
Top Teams Advancing to State Competition

2003 Large Schools
DISTRICT SCHOOL REGIONAL SCORE

Pasadena ISD Dobie High School 45,803

Keller ISD Keller High School 44,405

Katy ISD Taylor High School 44,130

Northside ISD Holmes High School 43,045

Lubbock ISD Monterey High School 43,014

Lewisville ISD Marcus High School 42,941

Lubbock ISD Lubbock High School 42,764

Lubbock ISD Coronado High School 42,185

Garland ISD Garland High School 42,072

Irving ISD Nimitz High School 41,063

Arlington ISD Arlington High School 40,816

Arlington ISD Martin High School 39,977

Arlington ISD Lamar High School 37,758

Grand Prairie ISD South Grand Prairie High School 36,946
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W ith orchestra mood music, a wise-

cracking emcee, and backstage

photo-ops, one IISD awards

program is becoming the next best thing to the

Oscars for Irving teachers, parents and

students.

The ICE Awards, now in its third year,

recognizes outstanding achievements in

academic and extracurricular

activities by IISD students and

staff. ICE (Irving Celebration of

Excellence) is reflected in every

aspect of the awards, from the clear

crystal trophies and

ice blue decorations to

the lights and music that

are – in a word – cool.

The award show is the creation of

the District’s Excellence Now Committee, a

panel of IISD staff, parents and community

volunteers appointed by the Board of Trustees

to seek out new ways to promote educational

excellence in all IISD schools. This year’s show,

held at Nimitz High School on Thursday,

February 27, honored 19 winners for a wide

range of accomplishments. From MacArthur

High School’s designation as a U.S.

Department of Education National Blue Ribbon

School to Farine Elementary Schools’ grant-

winning outdoor environmental classroom, the

ICE Awards recognize excellence on every

level.

Awards are given in six categories:

Academics, Fine Arts, Athletics & Physical

Education, Community Service & Citizenship,

Special Campus or District, and Innovative

Programs. While winners received their

trophies from members of the IISD Board of

Trustees, emcee Grady King, senior pastor at

South MacArthur Church of Christ in Irving,

explained each winning entry to the crowd of

more than 500 parents, students and

community members. Following each trophy

presentation, the winners were escorted

backstage for a photo and congratulatory

celebration.

“This is so cool,” said one ICE Award winner

after receiving the trophy for her involvement in

a “Writing Buddies” program that paired high

school students with fourth graders. “It’s like

the Grammys except without all the famous

people.”

Besides the trophies, students receive

certificates and each winning school receives a

check for $1,000.

IISD Assistant Superintendent for Personnel

and Administration Christine Rushing

coordinates the ICE Awards. She said this is

one event at which she likes to pull out all the

stops.

“We really want to make this a memorable

evening for all the nominees and for their

teachers,” Rushing said. “Not only because we

want to thank them for their hard work, but

also because we want these awards to serve

as incentive for the next class of students.”

And what could be better student incentive

than being treated like a star for an evening?

Especially if the student gets to visit the stage

and get an ICE Award. Now, that’s cool.

ICE Awards Roll Out Blue Carpet for IISD’s Best
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MacArthur Teacher’s Music Published for State Contest

A cross Texas, when middle school

students take part in sight-reading

competition next year, they’ll use a

piece of music composed by a teenager. That

musical prodigy can be found at MacArthur

High School, though these days, she’s not a

student, but a teacher.

Heather Blanco, orchestra teacher at

MacArthur, has written an arrangement called

“Meadow” that will be used for University

Interscholastic League sight-reading contests

across the state next year. And though it was

accepted for publication in September, she

wrote it in high school.

“My high school string quartet used to play

it,” she said. “Last summer when I heard about

submitting music for UIL, I only had two weeks

until the deadline, so I just got out this piece

and wrote a bass part for it.”

Apparently, Blanco’s recycled creation was

enough to impress UIL contest coordinators

and the Southern Music Company which has

offered her a contract to publish it in its catalog

for national and international distribution.

“Hopefully, this will open doors for other

pieces,” Blanco said. “Since they know me

now, maybe they’ll take other things. Usually,

music publishers won’t look at your stuff unless

they know who you are.”

Though it’s the first of her work accepted by

a major music publisher, “Meadow” is not

Blanco’s first piece of music. She’s been

writing music since she was in middle school

when she would perform at church.

“I played viola and a lot of times the church

wouldn’t have music for viola so I would have

to figure things out. Eventually, improvisation

just got easier for me.”

So easy, in fact, that Blanco now composes

some of her music without the use of any

instrument. She can “hear” the melodies in her

head.

Blanco, who’s proficient on viola, violin and

piano, said she named the piece years after

she had written it.

“It just sounds like something cheerful,” she

said of both the music and its name. “It’s in a

major key. It sounds like a sunny day.”

Blanco has been a teacher for just four

years. She spent two in California before

coming to Irving in 2001. This is her first year

at MacArthur High School.

Heather Blanco is surrounded by members of her orchestra class at
MacArthur High School. Blanco has published a musical score that will
be used by these and thousands of other high school musicians at
next year’s sight reading competitions throughout Texas.
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Four Musicians Selected for All-State

F our IISD high school students recently achieved

distinction as All-State musicians. The promising young

performers were given that distinction at area

competitions held at the University of Texas at Arlington on

Saturday, January 11.

Two students were selected for All-State Band. They are both

seniors from Nimitz High School – Mark Perry on saxophone and

Ryan Estes on oboe. This is Perry’s second year to qualify for the

band.

Two other students were selected for All-State Choir. Tonya

Cadenhead, also reaching the All-State level for the second time,

is a senior at Irving High School. She sings first soprano. Also

qualifying from Irving High was sophomore bass Duke Anderson. 

IISD all-state qualifiers performed at the Texas Music

Educators’ Association Conference in San Antonio on February

15.

All-State is the highest individual honor a student can achieve

in Texas high school music competition. The honor is given to

students who successfully progress through a series of three

auditions as they compete against 15,000 students statewide for

membership in the Texas All-State Band, Choir or Orchestra. 

Tonya Cadenhead
All-State Choir

Irving High School

Houston Student Wins Science Fair

S hehab Khandekar, an eighth

grader at Houston Middle School

took the Grand Prize at the

annual Irving ISD Science Fair with his

study of the physics behind parachutes.

Khandekar tested small parachutes

weighted with popsicle sticks to

determine the best canopy material. He

made parachutes of cotton, nylon,

polyester and plastic and dropped each

one from his second-floor apartment

balcony 80 times, timing their flight each

time.

For their efforts, Khondekar and nine

other first place winners from the fair will

be eligible to enter an essay contest for

the chance to attend Space Camp in

Huntsville, Alabama this summer.

Students in the science fair competed

in 10 categories – botany, behavioral

science, chemistry/biochemistry,

environmental science, medicine &

health, microbiology, engineering/

math/computer science, earth/space

science, zoology and physics.

Fifty-eight judges from IISD business

and community partners judged 580

science projects by honors and gifted &

talented students in grades six through

eight. The projects were judged on

scientific thought, creativity,

thoroughness and effort, skill and clarity. 

Sponsors for the science fair were

Baylor Medical Center at Irving, Abbott

Laboratories, NCH Corporation, Medical

Surgical Clinic of Irving, DeVry University,

Comerica Bank, and Pitsco.

Duke Anderson
All-State Choir

Irving High School

Ryan Estes
All-State Band

Nimitz High School

Mark Perry
All-State Band

Nimitz High School

Houston Middle School eighth-grader
Shehab Khandekar shows off his winning
science fair project. Khandekar determined
that plastic makes better parachute canopies
than cotton, polyester or nylon because of its
light weight and high density. 



7

Bands Earn First Divisions

Heather Brittle and Trey
Connolly, Irving High School
Tiger Band drum majors,
display the First Division
Trophy the band won at
Region 20-5A High School
Marching Band Contest.
Irving High has earned that
distinction for 30 years in a
row.

MacArthur High School
Cardinal Band drum majors
Rachel Jurecka, Nick Crook
and Starr West display the
First Division Trophy the
band won at Region 20-5A
High School Marching Band
Contest.

Mark Perry, Sarah Israel and
Kevin Kirkman, Nimitz High
School Viking Band drum
majors, display the First
Division Trophy the band
won at Region 20-5A High
School Marching Band
Contest.
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W hen students graduate from IISD’s

newest program, they walk across a

stage, shake hands with the

superintendent and receive a backpack stuffed

with everything they’ll need for their next stage in

life…first grade. Despite a name that seems to

identify children of the 60s, the HIPPY Program

targets IISD’s youngest generation – children ages

four and five. HIPPY, Home Instruction for Parents

of Preschool Youngsters, is an early childhood

intervention program that began in Israel but is

catching on quickly here in Irving. 

“Last year, we had 60 graduates. This year, we

will have 100,” HIPPY Director Marcela Montes

said. “We have 260 families right now and we’re

only supposed to have 200.”

In just its fourth year, the IISD HIPPY Program

is gaining popularity not because of what it gives

to families, but what it demands from them.

“It’s a two-year commitment,” Montes explains.

“We tell them not to expect the instructors to

teach their children. They have to be there and do

the teaching. The parents are the primary teachers

for their children.”

The program is designed to help

preschoolers and their parents prepare for

their first day of first grade, and a lifetime

of learning. Parents are taught how to use

educational computer software, how to encourage

learning at home, and how to read to their children.

Parents are required to attend 30 home visits

per year from one of the 12 home instructors

employed by the program. They also must attend

monthly parent meetings and any field trips in

which their child participates.

HIPPY is funded by three sources – Title 1

federal money, Americorps grants, and

contributions from the National Council of Jewish

Women – the organization that gave birth to the

program in 1969. 

“It’s growing because it works,” said Syl

Benenson, the NCJW chairperson for HIPPY

programs in North Texas. “HIPPY parents become

truly the best volunteers in their children’s

schools. It improves their quality of life because

they learn along with their children. They get

better jobs. They stay involved with their kids.”

There are HIPPY programs at seven school

districts in Texas. Of those, Irving is unique for

several reasons. Most districts limit enrollment to

certain school boundary zones, but the Irving

program enrolls on a first-come, first-served basis

for anyone in the District. 

Secondly, Irving HIPPY includes an added

emphasis on technology. Last year, Montes’

program received a donation of 300 used

computers from Nissan Corporation, one of the

District’s corporate partners in education. Every

HIPPY family was given a computer and trained in

basic computer literacy and special educational

software.

Though it’s open to anyone, the program

recruits from IISD early childhood schools which

have enrollment restrictions based on English

proficiency and household income. The goal,

Montes said, is to break the intergenerational

cycle of educational limitations – to equip parents

to be the primary, and most effective, teachers for

their children, and to prepare them for a

successful future. With their HIPPY diplomas and

backpacks full of supplies, the graduates certainly

look like they’re on their way.

HIPPY Program Attracts Students, Praise

Members of the 2001
HIPPY graduating class
pose with their diplomas.
This year, the program will
graduate 100 five-year-
olds along with their
parents who take part in
the program to learn how
to become their child’s
primary and most effective
teachers.
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Partners In Education Needed

In tough economic times, often businesses

have to tighten their philanthropic dollars as

much as their operational budgets. At the

same time, many realize company employees

can contribute significant time as volunteers.

And that’s what

the Irving ISD

Partnerships in

Education is

primarily about -

“people

resources,” not

financial

contributions.

The program

was developed in cooperation with the Greater

Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce in

1981 as a vehicle for businesses and

organizations to directly impact the personal

and academic growth of IISD students. Twenty

years later and with 100 official IISD Partners in

Education supporting IISD schools, there is still

much work to be done.

IISD serves more than 30,000 students

enrolled in 36 schools in grades

prekindergarten through 12. Currently, seven

schools have no active Partners in Education

and are actively searching for groups or

businesses interested in making a small

investment of time that will pay huge dividends

in terms of improved student academic

performance, increased self-esteem, and

career exploration opportunities. All other

schools with one or more partners are also

seeking additional Partners in Education to

impact more students and further enhance

educational experiences.

Partners in Education can create their own

menu of partner activities based on a particular

schools’ needs and the size of their company.

Some examples of partnership activities

include: tutoring individual students, reading or

listening to students read, serving as guest

speakers about career fields, hosting tours of

business sites, and providing job shadowing

opportunities or student internships for “real

world” experience.

Businesses and organizations of all sizes

can get involved as Partners in Education.

Most businesses choose to “adopt” a school

or schools and work with them in a variety of

creative ways. The IISD is fortunate to have 19

District Partners in Education that have chosen

to serve all 36 schools. Small businesses can

get involved by participating in special events

such as Business Exchange Days, which is set

for April 9-10, 2003. Individuals can be a guest

speaker at one or more classes and

talk to juniors and seniors about their

profession and the importance of

pursuing higher education. During

the month of June, middle to large

businesses host a group of eighth

graders involved in a career

exploration program called Key

Connections.

An official partnership with Irving

ISD not only benefits the students,

but the partner reaps many rewards

as well. Partnerships offer

businesses and groups a means of

meeting their community involvement

goals. The time and resources

invested by partners in IISD students

helps prepare its future workforce.

Employees and members involved in

partner activities are rewarded with a

sense of accomplishment. All Partners in

Education have various opportunities to

publicize their partnerships as well.

To discuss becoming an IISD Partner in

Education, visit the Partnerships in Education

website at www.irvingisd.net/partners or

contact Thelma Cantu, coordinator,

Partnerships in Education, at 972-273-6093 or

tcantu@irvingisd.net.  She can assist you in

selecting a campus that matches your

interests.

Verizon local manager and
PIE volunteer Bob Nicolai
shows some of the tools of
his trade to students at
Thomas Haley Elementary.
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Spellers Advance to County Bee

Three Irving ISD students earned the

right to compete in the Dallas County

Spelling Bee recently when they won

bees for their high school districts. 

The county bee was held February 20 at

Carter High School in Dallas. Winners there

advanced to The Dallas Morning News

Regional Spelling Bee on Saturday, March 22,

where they will compete for the chance to go

to Washington, D.C. for National Spelling Bee

Week, May 25-30.

Listed below are the spelling champions

and alternates for the three IISD high school

districts.

Irving High School Cluster: Champion Pinky Patel
(left), a seventh-grader from deZavala Middle
School, and alternate Tiera Silmon, a fifth-grader
from Lively Elementary School.

MacArthur High School Cluster: Champion
Kenneth Taylor (left), a fifth-grader from Branden-
burg Elementary School, and alternate Deonta
Skinner, a fifth-grader from Lee Elementary School.

Nimitz High School Cluster: Champion Jeremy
Glenn (right), an eighth-grader from Lamar Middle
School, and alternate Elizabeth Quasebarth, a fifth
grader from Brown Elementary School.

Graduation Activities for Seniors

Baccalaureate for High Schools
Calvary Temple 7 p.m. Friday, June 6, 2003

Graduation Ceremonies
Potter’s House Event Center

6777 Kiest Blvd. Dallas, TX 

(Travel south on Loop 12 to Spur 408 and turn right on Kiest Blvd.)

Irving High School 8:30 a.m. Saturday, June 7, 2003

Nimitz High School 12:30 p.m. Saturday, June 7, 2003

MacArthur High School 4:30 p.m. Saturday, June 7, 2003



IISD Facilities Directory
HIGH SCHOOLS
Irving High School 900 O'Connor 972-273-8300
MacArthur High School 3700 N. MacArthur 972-261-2100
Nimitz High School 100 W. Oakdale 972-273-8600
The Academy of Irving ISD 4601 N. MacArthur 972-258-5300
MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Austin Middle School 825 E. Union Bower 972-721-3100
Bowie Middle School 600 E. Sixth 972-721-3000
Crockett Middle School 2431 Hancock 972-313-4700
de Zavala Middle School 707 W. Pioneer Drive 972-273-8900
Houston Middle School 3033 W. Country Club 972-261-2300
Lamar Middle School 219 Crandall 972-313-4400
Travis Middle School 1600 Finley 972-261-2400
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Barton Elementary School 2931 Conflans 972-313-4100
Brandenburg Elementary School 2800 Hillcrest 972-258-7100
Britain Elementary School 631 Edmondson 972-554-3800
Brown Elementary School 2501 W. Tenth 972-513-4000
Davis Elementary School 310 Davis 972-313-4900
Elliott Elementary School 1900 S. Story 972-313-4300
Farine Elementary School 615 Metker 972-261-2700
Gilbert Elementary School 1501 E. Pioneer 972-721-8400
Good Elementary School 1200 E. Union Bower 972-721-3300
John Haley Elementary School 1100 Schulze 972-273-6600
Thomas Haley Elementary School 3601 Cheyenne 972-261-2500
Hanes Elementary School 2730 Cheyenne 972-261-2900
Johnston Elementary School 2801 Rutgers 972-659-7700
Keyes Elementary School 1501 N. Britain 972-721-3400
Lee Elementary School 1600 Carlisle 972-261-2600
Lively Elementary School 1800 Plymouth 972-273-6700
Schulze Elementary School 1200 S. Irving Heights 972-785-3500
Townley Elementary School 1030 Vilbig 972-273-6800
EARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOLS
Clifton Early Childhood School 3950 Pleasant Run 972-261-2800
Kinkeade Early Childhood School 2333 Cameron 972-273-6500
Pierce Early Childhood School 901 Britain 972-554-3700
LEARNING CENTERS
Elementary Development Center 1600 E. Shady Grove 972-721-3280
Gilbert Transitional Center 707 Edmondson 972-554-3750
Regional School for the Deaf 631 Edmondson 972-721-7950
Ratteree Career Development Center 2121 S. MacArthur 972-313-4800
Secondary Reassignment Center 3207 W. Pioneer 972-313-4600
Union Bower Center for Learning 101 E. Union Bower 972-273-6180
OTHER FACILITIES
Administration Building 901 O'Connor 972-273-6000
Athletic Department 814 O'Connor 972-273-6980
Bilingual/ESL/Second Languages 802 O’Connor 972-273-6690
Food Service Department 900 O’Connor 972-273-6940
Instructional Media Center 820 O'Connor 972-273-6950
Facilities Service Center 3620 Valley View 972-261-5100
Special Education Department 1600 E. Shady Grove 972-721-3200
Staff Development Department 800 O'Connor 972-273-6910
Technology Center 800 O’Connor 972-273-6900 11

Special
Education
Promotes Child
Find

T he IISD

Special

Education

Department

provides support

services for

students with disabilities

residing in the Irving ISD.

Through Child Find efforts,

eligible children, birth to age 21,

may be identified for needed

services.  If you have or know of a

child that may qualify for services, call

the Special Education Department at

972-721-3200 or the child's home

campus for information.

65+ Tax
Exemption
Available

W hen you become age 65, you

may qualify for an over-65

exemption for the school taxes

on your homestead.

Once you receive an over-65 exemption,

you automatically qualify for a tax ceiling on

your school taxes.

To apply for this exemption, call

the Dallas Central Appraisal

District Office at 214-

631-0910

and request

an application

form.




