6th Grade Project Descriptor


”Sun & Moon Magic”
Many modern researchers study ancient people and their knowledge of the Sun, Moon, and stars.  This field of study called archaeoastronomy focuses on peoples from prehistoric times to the Egyptians and Maya.  These scientists have learned that the early people of the Americas were excellent astronomers and builders.  Some cultures developed advanced calendars and methods of telling time using the Sun and Moon.  For others, astronomy was the study of their gods and the Sun and Moon gave the gods their personalities.
You will research and report on various ways that the Sun and Moon have impacted and influenced human culture and knowledge.  In groups of 3-4, you are challenged to develop a product on one of the following:

Early Skywatchers
Compare and contrast the importance of astronomy to the religion, festivals, art and architecture in at least two of the following ancient cultures:

· Inca

· Aztec

· Chacoan

· Mayan

· Egyptian
Do You Have The Time?
Explain how the Mayan people used astronomy to tell time, develop calendars, and create an almanac.
The Mythical Moon
Compare and contrast the influence of the Moon’s cycles in the religion and mythology of one of the following:
· Native Americans

· Ancient Chinese

· Ancient Greek


You will have 5 days to research and complete your project.  
All projects will be presented in class.
· Nov 12, 13, 14, (In Library)

· Nov 17, 18 (In Classroom)

· Nov 19, 20 (Project Presentations)

· Nov 21 (Project Peer Evaluations)

