
House Bill 1842 - District Plan of Innovation Process 

Passed in Spring of 2015 by 84th Legislature – District must be academically acceptable 

A District of Innovation can be exempted from a number of statues and will have: 

• greater local control as the decision makers over the educational and instructional model 
for students; 

• increased freedom and flexibility, with accountability, relative to state mandates that 
govern educational programming; and 

• empowerment to innovate and think differently. 
 

 

 

 

 

1
•Board of Trustees approve a reslotuion of consideration to study the opportunities of 

becmong a Distrcit of Innovation   

2
•Distrcit Improvement Committee is included in the Distrcit of Innovation conversation and 

signs a petition to pursue a Local Innovation Plan 

3

•Board of Turstees holds a public hearing about the intent to develop a Local Plan of 
Innovation and also appoints a distrcit level committee to develop the Local Plan of 
Innovation

4
•The plan is devloped by the committee with input from all stakeholders 

5
•The Distrcit Impovement Committee holds a public hearing at which time it considers and 

then votes on the proposed Local Innovation Plan

6
•The Board of Trustees votes to notify the Commissioner of its intent to vote on adopting the 

Local Plan of Innovation

7
•The Local Plan of Innovation is then posted on the website for at least 30 days

8
•Board of Trustees votes to adopt the Local Plan of Innovation 



House Bill 1842 - District Plan of Innovation Process 

Plan Must:  

Provide for a comprehensive educational program for the district, which program may include: 
a. Innovative Curriculum, Instructional Methods, and provisions regarding 

community participation, campus governance, and parental involvement 
b. Modifications to the school day or school year  
c. Provisions regarding the district budget and sustainable program funding 
d. Accountability and assessment measures that exceed the requirements of state and 

federal law 
e. Any other innovations prescribed by the board of trustees 

Prohibited Exemptions: 

• a state or federal requirement applicable to an open-enrollment charter school operating 
under Subchapter D, Chapter 12 (examples include PEIMS reporting, special education, 
retention of student records, use of public funds, etc.);   

• Subchapters A, C, D, and E under Chapter 11 that pertain to accreditation, 
responsibilities of a school district and board of trustees   

• state curriculum and graduation requirements adopted under Chapter 28;  
• and academic and financial accountability and sanctions under Chapter 39 

 

Considerations (afforded to Charter schools) 

• Chapter 21 of the Texas Education Code governs how districts hire and evaluate staff, 
and the types of contracts, job descriptions and salary requirements for staff.   

• School Admission and Attendance Policies, including school start date  
• and 22:1 requirement   
• Chapter 37 of the Education Code, which deals with student discipline 

 

Timeline: 

The state does not set a timeline on the required steps listed in the House Bill.  
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Examples for Districts of Innovation 
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